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[LAST PAPER
THE YOUNG PROPLE OF SAUDI ARABRIA .
Ti

departments in London.

2.
mast be.

most closed societies in existence.

never spoken yet",
3'
will be pretty strident.

with it.

as they have done up to now.

£ R I Wright

LACT PAPER

We nave read the peper which the Arbassador
enclosed with his letter of 30 June with considerable
interest and I aave arranged for it to be circulated
in the departmental series to interested posss and

We recognise how tentative a study of this sort
Despite the relative ease wilh which foreigners
can now circulate Cauwdi Arabia is surely still one of the
The Hauvdi administra-
tion themselves lack the rost clementary statistical
framework for a detailed study of socisl matters and

the people of Jaudi Arzbia, more thon zny other, recall
Chesterton's line "we are the silenl people who have

Ly own fear is tant if the Ffirm grip of the loyal
Family is ever relaxed ox broken ths voices that follow
The mixture of religious and
national self-confidence (not to say arrogance), a half-
baked educational systen and unlimited oil reventues, is
likely to be pretty volatile, arnd could carry soms of the
flimsy structures erecied on the shores of the Gulf sway
This Zs all “Le more reason to hope that the
Royal Family will Le able to contrel the winds of change
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THE YOUNG PECPLE OF SAUDI ARABIA

(Her Majesty's Ambassador at Jedda tc the Head of Middle East

Department, Foreign and Commonwealth Office)

Jedda

30 June 1973

THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF SAUDI ARABIA

1 In my first impressions despatch I offered several hostages to the future
in dealing, as best I could in those early days, with subjects like the morale
and loyalty of the Armad Forces and with the temper and aspirations of the

young people of this country.
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2 Towards the end of my first year here I have now, in forwarding my Service
Attachés' annual report, been presented with a fresh opportunity to look at the

state of the armed forces and this I have done in my despatch 10/27 of 30 June.
In brief my conclusion is that the Armed Forces are loyal to the present regime.

3 The temper and aspirations, or, if you like, the potential for opposition, of
the young people of the country is no less tricky a subject but I have felt it

inocumbent on me to set something down on paper. In its present form the materia
we have gathered together does not quite merit a despatch so 1 offer it in the fory
of the enclosed study paper which, like that on tribalism (see 5t John Armitage's
letter to Bannerman of 27 September 1972 and Nigel Bromage's reply of 6 October
1972), may prompt us, and others at your end, to further study and reflection and
may also, one day, contribute te a more definitive study.

4 If I might try to summarise, in a sentence or two, my impression of this

country after a year here, I would say that it ig in the rather peculiar position -
at least peculiar by contemporary standards - that the winds of change are blowin
but blowing gently, not fiercely. Gradualism may not be in fashion in many parts
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of the world today but it seems to be what we have here.
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